
(From left to right) George Shafer, Honorary Co-Chair of the Russell Perry Dinner 
Committee; Dr. Wright Lassiter, 2010 Award Honoree; Pete Schenkel, Honorary Co-Chair 
of the Dinner Committee; and J.L. Sonny Williams, Chair of the Dinner Committee.



2010 Russell H. Perry Award Recipient Dr. Wright Lassiter, 
along with his wife, Bessie.

Neal Jeffrey, associate pastor at Prestonwood Baptist Church served as 
the dinner speaker prior to the presentation of the award.

Dallas Baptist University named Dr. Wright 
Lassiter, Jr., chancellor and CEO of the Dal-
las County Community College District, as 

recipient of the 2010 Russell H. Perry Free Enterprise 
Award during the annual award dinner held on No-
vember 22, at the Hilton 
Anatole Hotel in Dallas. 
Pete Schenkel, former 
Russell Perry Award 
recipient and vice chair 
of Dean Foods, along 
with George Shafer, 
also a former Russell 
Perry Award recipient 
and the former presi-
dent of Industrial Prop-
erties, served as the 
honorary co-chairs for 
the dinner, which saw 
over 1,200 people in at-
tendance.

J.L. Sonny Williams, a DBU and a DCCCD trustee, 
who has been honored with the Russell Perry Award 
in the past, was this year’s dinner chair.

The annual gala event marked its 23rd anniversary 
as it continues to honor Texas leaders whose lives are 

testimonies of achieve-
ment in free enterprise 
and service to the com-
munity. The event is 
named in memory of 
Dallas leader and phi-
lanthropist Russell H. 
Perry, whose life of ser-
vice to Dallas impacted 
many people.

Mrs. Russell H. 
(Phoebe) Perry contin-
ues to be a friend of 
the city of Dallas and  
DBU. She and Mr. Per-
ry began their support 
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WFAA-TV’s Chief Meteorologist and DBU Board of Trustees 
member Pete Delkus provided introductions as the evening’s 
emcee.

Former Russell Perry Award recipient Ebby Halliday Acers led 
the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Over 1,275 individuals attended the gala event held at the Hilton Anatole 
Hotel in downtown Dallas on Monday, November 22.

of Dallas Baptist University in the 1960s.
Over the past 23 years, the dinner has honored 

many North Texas leaders, and in doing so, it has 
raised over $3 million in scholarship funds for over 
1,450 DBU students.

Pete Delkus, Chief Meteorologist for WFAA Chan-
nel 8 and DBU Board of Trustees member, served as 
the evening’s emcee. 
He began the eve-
ning by thanking the  
guests in attendance 
for their continual 
support of DBU.

Ebby Halliday 
Acers, founder and 
chairman of the 
board of Ebby Halli-
day Realtors, offered 
the Pledge of Alle-
giance to begin the 
dinner’s ceremony, 
which was followed 
by the DBU Grand 
Chorus singing the 
National Anthem. 
Bryan Carter, pastor of Concord Church where Dr. 
Lassiter and his wife attend church, offered the invo-
cation before dinner. Then Dr. Gary Cook, DBU presi-
dent, offered a word of gratitude for all those guests 
in attendance.

During the dinner, Neal Jeffrey, former all-Amer-
ican quarterback for Baylor University and current 
associate pastor at Prestonwood Baptist Church in 
Plano, served as the keynote speaker. Jeffrey gave 
what he described as a pep talk on life.

Drawing from the motto of the Olympians,  “High-

er, Swifter, Stronger”, Jeffrey gave three keys needed 
to strive for a greater life. First, cultivate a positive at-
titude in difficult times, seeing the obstacles in life to 
be ways to rely on God.  Second, dream big dreams, 
not willing to waste time on anything that does not 
require all of your effort.  Third, cultivate the power 
of love, a love which supports, encourages, and com-

forts in good times 
and bad, the kind of 
love that is given to 
those who trust Je-
sus Christ and that 
pushes them to do 
more.

“Because of that 
love,” Jeffrey said, 
“I am going to love 
well, I am going to 
live well, and I am 
going to make my 
life count, and that 
is why I am going to 
go, higher, swifter, 
stronger.”

This year’s recipi-
ent, Dr. Wright Lassiter, is responsible for a district 
of seven colleges as chancellor of the Dallas County 
Community College District. All together, the col-
leges have an enrollment of over 81,000 students in 
credit courses and over 27,000 students enrolled in 
continuing education and self-improvement courses. 
The DCCCD has a $400 million budget, along with 
approximately 7,000 full-time and part-time employ-
ees.

Dr. Lassiter has taught business ethics and lead-
ership classes for Dallas Baptist University as dis-
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Bo Pilgrim (right), former Russell Perry recipient, along with Dr. 
Gail Linam (left), DBU provost, and her husband, Dennis Linam, 
DBU vice president for external affairs.

Forrest Smith, former Russell Perry recipient and 
member of the 2010 Dinner Committee, along with 
daughter, Candy Smith.

The DBU Grand Chorus, directed by Dr. Stephen Holcomb, 
sang the National Anthem before dinner, as well as special 
performances throughout the evening.

(from left to right) DBU supporters Bill and Ann Quest, along with Orville 
Rogers, whom the DBU Orville and Esther Beth Rogers Prayer Ministry is 
named after, and Robert Whitfield, DBU advancement officer.

tinguished adjunct professor of management and 
leadership for over 20 years in DBU’s College of Busi-
ness. He has also received an Honorary Doctorate of 
Humanities from DBU. He was also named the 2000 
DBU-Oak Cliff Good Samaritan.

Previous to serving as chancellor of DCCCD, Dr. 
Lassiter spent 20 years as president of El Centro Col-
lege within the DCCCD. Prior to that position, he 
was president of Bishop College in Dallas, president 
of Schenectady County Community College in New 
York, vice president of finance and management at 
Morgan State University in Baltimore, and business 
manager of Tuskegee University of Alabama.

 In addition, Dr. Lassiter has taught business cours-

es at Bishop College, Oregon State College, the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, and Tuskegee Institute through-
out the years. Dr. Lassiter received his undergraduate 
degree from Alcorn State University, his MBA from 
Indiana University, and his doctorate from Auburn 
University. He has served as chairman of the board 
of United Way of Dallas, chairman of the board of 
Dallas CAN Academy, and as a member of the board 
of Methodist Medical Center and the YMCA of Met-
ropolitan Dallas. He has served for several years as 
a member of the DBU Board of Trustees and is cur-
rently the chairman.

Dr. Lassiter and his wife, Bessie, have been married 
for 52 years. They are the proud parents of Wright III 
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Former Russell Perry recipient Boone Powell, Jr. and his wife, Peggy (left), 
along with Judge Os Chrisman (right), who serves as a DBU adjunct pro-
fessor, and his wife, Marilyn.

DBU trustee Patsy Smith (center), along with Hubert Martin (left), DBU 
advisor to the president in business affairs, and his wife, Claudia (right).

Ken Pilgrim along with his wife, Donna. Ken is a current 
DBU trustee.

and Michele, and they are also the proud grandpar-
ents of Ryan and Loren. Dr. Lassiter and Bessie are 
residents of Dallas, and they attend Concord Church 
in Dallas. Dr. Lassiter also serves as Teaching Pastor 
at Concord Church, and he has written several books, 
one entitled The Power of Prayer.

After a special video presentation about Dr. Las-
siter from friends and colleagues, Pete Schenkel and 
J.L. Sonny Williams presented the evening’s award 
to Dr. Lassiter. The DBU Grand Chorus then sang the 
song “Go Light Your World,” as a testimony to Dr. 
Lassiter and the work that he has done as a servant 
leader in the realm of education.

 In accepting the award, Dr. Lassiter thanked those 

in attendance and expressed special appreciation to 
those who serve with him in the Dallas County Com-
munity College District as well as at DBU.  He then 
explained his motivation for his work and ministry.

As a young man, Dr. Lassister’s father, Wright 
Lassiter, Sr., pulled him aside to give him a special 
definition of service. “Junior, service is the rent that 
you pay for the space that you occupy here on earth,” 
explained his father.  Later in life, he added a caveat 
to the definition. “Junior, I want you to always live in 
a high-rent district.”

Over the course of his life, Dr. Lassiter has lived 
up to that definition, seeking ways to serve his fellow 
man through his humble and generous manner.
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Leadership
Premier Designs, Inc.

BeNeFaCTOr
The Dallas Morning News

Jack and Meredith Woodworth

FreedOM COUNCiL
Exelon

Hodges Capital Management
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Quest, Jr.

Mr. Orville Rogers

eNTerprise COUNCiL
Mrs. Ebby Halliday Acers
Austin Commercial, L.P.

Mr. and Mrs. C.T. Beckham
Branch-Smith Printing

John and Nita Ford
Gittings Portraiture

In Memory of Marie Lyon
Mr. David Maddox
Sam Moon Group

Traci and Sean Owen
Parker College 
of Chiropractic

Mrs. Russell H. Perry
Pilgrim Bancorporation
Pat and Pete Schenkel
Mr. Harold Simmons

Patsy R. Smith
Superior Commercial

Concrete, LCC
Vought Aircraft Industries

David and Lori Watson
Williams Trew Real Estate Services/

Mrs. Joan T. Trew

ChairMaN’s BOard
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Altshuler

J. Miles and Allison Arnold
AT&T

Baylor Health Care System

BMA Architects
Jacky Wong Chan

Cooper Aerobics Center
Dallas Baptist Association

Interstate Batteries
James and Sally Nation Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Erle Nye
Derrel and Dorothy Renfrow
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sadler
George and Shirley Shafer
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Smith

Sodexo
Southwest Securities

Mrs. Donna D. Spence
Daniel B. and Mary P. Stuart

Family Fund
The Jim Turner Family

J.L. Sonny and Gretchen Williams

presideNT’s CaBiNeT
Judy Abercrombie

Academic Health Plans, Inc.
Fred E. Allen

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Allen
Andres Construction Services

Arnold Stone, Inc.
Art of Masonry by Robear

Drs. Ed and Sylvia Artmann
Bank of America
Baptist Standard

Baylor Oral Health Foundation
BGCT/Executive Leadership
BGCT/Institutional Relations

Mr. George Billingsley
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Butt

Carpet Brokers, Inc.
Carter Blood Care

Center for Informed Faith
Judge and Mrs. Oswin Chrisman

John and Carole Clem
Mr. Jacob Click

Coca-Cola Refreshments
Evelyn Collier

Communities Foundation
of Texas

Computer Cables of Dallas 
L.L.C.

Comstock Resources, Inc.
Concord Church

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Cook
Mrs. Gayla Crain

Mollie Crow
Crowley Shanahan Foundation/

Ruth and Ralph Shanahan
Dallas County Community College 

District Foundation
Dallas County Community College 

Presidents
Dallas Mavericks

Dean International, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Denny Dowd

El Centro College
Jeff Eubank Roofing Co., Inc.

Excel Commercial Painting Co.
Robert and Margaret Fanning

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Fant
First Baptist Church, Dallas

First Baptist Church of Plano
Herschel Forester

Frost Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Griffin

The Hampton Legacy Foundation
Harrison, Walker, and Harper, LP

Dr. David Hasan
Wayne and Peggy Hassler

Hilton Anatole Hotel
Dr. Vester T. Hughes, Jr.

ICC Energy
Dr. and Mrs. Ozzie Ingram

Mrs. Anita C. Jones
Mrs. Donna Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Keathley
Honorable and Mrs. Phil King

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Ku
Dr. and Mrs. Wright L. Lassiter

Dennis and Gail Linam

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell
Justin and Tonya Lonon
Master Construction &

Engineering
McQueary Henry Bowles Troy, 

L.L.P.
Methodist Health System
Mr. and Mrs. William H. 

Moulton III
Ben and Carol Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Neal/
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Neal

Councilman David A. Neumann
New Birth Baptist Church

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Norris
Notable Notions Promotions

Merle and Natalie Owens
Dr. and Mrs. Herb Pedersen

Bo and Patty Pilgrim
Bill and Bobbie Pinson

Boone and Peggy Powell
Bill and Melanie Rogers

SEI METALTEK/Kevin and 
Beth Grace

Mrs. Joyce Sellars
Sigma Pi Phi/Alpha Epsilon

May Beth Smith
Stanley and Cook, PLLC

Wayne and Buena Stevenson
Strasburger and Price, LLP
Dr. and Mrs. Byron Stuckey

TDIndustries
Texas Health Resources

Tom Thumb
TXU Energy

University of North Texas
at Dallas

Vision Research Capital
Management

Malcolm Watson
Weir’s Furniture Village

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Wicker III
Mrs. Rose V. Williams

Former recipients J.L. Sonny and Gretchen Min-
yard Williams (left), and their daughter, Claire.

The DBU Grand Chorus performs a patriotic melody during the Russell Perry din-
ner, honoring each of the branches of the armed forces.


